
SEW YORK SOCIETY
MS 10 SHIES,

The Big St. Nicholas Rink
Opened to Inspection of

the Club.

Ice Hockey to Be One of the
Chief Sports En¬

joyed.
CRACK TEAMS COMING HERE TO PLAY.

While the New Resort Is Under Private
Auspices, the Public Is to Have

Ample Opportunity to En¬
joy Its Delights.

Sktflng is the latest fad of New York
society. The new St. Nicholas Kink opened
last night, a trifle behind the scheduled
time, to be sure, but in season to permit a

good deal of enjoyment of the sport before
the milder weather brings back the craze

for golf and wheeling again. The rink was

open for inspection to the members of the
St. Nicholas Skating Club and their friends.
Several thousand invitations were sent out,
and the society lions turned out in suffi¬
cient force to insure the social success
of the enterprise from the first. The mem¬

bership of the club is not only full, but
there is already a long waiting list as well.
Last night's opening was the first peep

the members of the club have had of their
new ice palace. They saw a very incom¬
plete affair, for the luxurious club rooms

and galleries are not yet ready for use.

The big ice machines were turned on for
the first time yesterday, and the athletic
members of the club were very much- in
evidence «Jn the ice.
Hockey will be one of the chief features

of the new rink, and if the public fiikes
kindly to the new sport and patronizes the
exhibition matches, there will be several
each week next Winter at the St. Nicho¬
las rink. With or without the indorse¬
ment of the masses, however, there will be
a good deal of play this Spring ampng
the swell clubmen.
The St. Nicholas Club has a crack team,

whose members have' been practising week¬
ly most of the Winter at the Ice Palace
Itink in East One Hundred and Seventh
street, while a number of tin; other New-
York clubs will also be represented this
Spring in the matches at the new rink.
The Knickerbocker, Racquet, University,
Union and University Athletic clubs are
all said to be getting up teams, which
will be seen on the St. Nicholas ice.
Among the colleges the sport is also'

very popular, and two or three whose
members have been playing ice polo will
change their game and adopt that pre¬
scribed by the St. Nicholas team, wbich
is the old Canadian sport with a few
moderations. Harvard and Brown have
teams for ice polo, and have met this
Winter in a series of matches. Both will
change to hockey, it is said, and may play
here in New 'York this Spring.' Yale has
already organized a hockey team, with
Malcolm (4. Chace, the crack tennis player,
at its head, and they will play here against
the St. Nicholas team on Washington's
Birthday. Princeton lias been training a
team under the guidauce of the l'ajuous
"Beef Wheeler, of football fame, and
they will be, among the first opponents
of the St. Nicholas placers. Johns Hop¬
kins University, of Baltimore, already has
a strong team, while Columbia is also
forming one.

Another treat is in store for New York¬
ers who are fond of hockey, for several
Canadian teams have promised to visit New
\ork near the eii.d of the season and :to
meet some of the best American teams at
the St. Nicholas Itiiik. As these Canadians
lank as past ma-stbrs of the game, the
local players will make a great effort to
put in a strong team against them. The
McGill College team, of Montreal, and
the Toronto Athletic Club have both proYu-
ised to send teams.
The St. Nicholas Club has a number of

players in training, for their team. Those
who are almost sure of playing in the big-
mutches scheduled are Malcolm G. Chace,
V, illiam A. Larned, Chandler P. Anderson,
Thomas Barron and Ilenry \V. Slocum,
though there are a number of other strong
candidates for the first team in Erskine
Hewitt, Howard A. Taylor, Edward A.
Crowninshield, Roberf U. Wrenn, Pertfy
Ciiubb, liichard Stevens, Robert Stevens,
Ilendon Chubb and Charles M. Pope.
The new rink will be regularly opened to

the public this week. It is the plan of the
management to reserve two days.prob¬
ably Sunday and Monday.for the ex¬
clusive use of members and invited guests,
and to admit the public duting the rest of
the week. An admission fee of fifty cents
in (he morning and seventy-five cents in
the afternoon and evening will be
charged, and the price is expected 1o keep
out the undesirable element. The big
hockey matches will all be open to the
public, except a few between the swell
New York clubmen, which will probably be
reserved for the approving eyes of the club
members and their friends. 7
The new rink when it is completed will

have every facility for the skater's con¬
venience. The spread of ice, which is en¬
tirely uninterrupted, there being no pil¬
lars to support the roof, is larger than that
of any other rink in this country. The
building will be brilliantly lighted with
electricity. It is to have a large gallery
for visitors at one side, as well as one at
the end for the exclusive use of members
of the club. There will be skating teach¬
ers for those who wish to learn to skate.
The stock company which has built the
rink plans to run it on sound business
principles and to declare dividends if pos¬
sible.

At. the western end of the big structure
there has been provided a ciuoliouse tor
the St. Nicholas members, with its own
private entrance on Sixty-sixth street, and
its own special galleries and doorwavs
opening into the rink proper. In this club¬
house >4'ill be fitted up the dressing rooms,
lookers,reception rooms, reading rooms and
other accommodations, while from this pri¬
vate gallery the members and their friends
may watch the skaters and hockey piavers
without mixing with the vulgar 'horde on
the ice and in the public gallery. There
will also be a bicycle room and stable for
those who want to ride up to the rink on
their wheels during the summer months,
when skating is not so popular.
They could have skating there all the

year round if they wished. A board floor
will probably be laid over the regular ice
level and the rink used as a bicycle school
or for public receptions aim balls. The
building is centrally located, being within
a hundred feet of the corner of Sixty-sixth
street and Columbus avenue, and the stock¬
holders are already seeing rosy visions of
big dividends next year, if skating becomes
bs'popular as is anticipated and .Jack Frost
does not spoil trade by freezing the park
lakes too much during the Winter.
The wonder is that New York has not

had a skating rink long ago, for our mild
winters have made almost impossible with¬
out it one of the best all-Winter out-
Ocll
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CRACKING WALNUTS
FOR PRIZES,

Picturesque Open-Air Contest in
the Walnut Region of

France.

Speed and Dexterity of the Natives in
Extracting the Meats Un¬

broken,

FEMININE HANDS ARE THE ABLEST.

The Men No Match for Them, and the
Widow Chaudenay Took the Prize

in a Field of Sixty-
five.

A contest for prizes between professional
nutcrackers took place in France a fort¬
night ago. To crack a walnut and extract
the meat ^seems a simple matter, but when
it is required that the meat must be taken
out unharmed and intact the task is not
easily accomplished. Yet the winner of
this unique contest cracked the allotted
twenty-two pounds of nuts in 12 minutes
and ;!0 seconds.
This singular match took place in the

town of Gourdon. in the province of Lot,
in Southwestern France. Gourdon is the
centre of the region where most of the
walnuts produced In France are grown.
The industry lias been in existence for
many years and the inhabitants have di¬
vided themselves into specialists In its
various branches. The people who crack
the nuts and prepare them for market are

kept busy, and the noise of their hammers
and the dry sound of the shells as they
crack beneath the blows are heard from one
end of the town to the other almost the
whole year round.
Formerly the kernels of the walnuts were

sold by weight and used in the manufac¬
ture of oil, but of late years they have be¬
come an important 'part in the making of
confectionery and pastry. The treatment
of the nuts, therefore, after they had been
cracked demanded more care, and it be¬
came essential, in order to secure the best
price, that the meats should be carefully
extracted and placed intact in the boxes,
and that the color should also be a beauti¬
ful white instead ol' yellow.
In 1819 a similar contest was held at

Gourdon, an account of which was re¬
lated at the present one by the voldestnutcracker, an ancient, decrepit man of
ninety-three. The contestants in this long-
ago match were summoned to the market
place, he said, by the beating of a drum.
A number of prizes were given, but the
chief was borne off by "La Helle Mar-
gariton," the village beauty. In the even¬
ing there was a banquet at the Soleil d'Or,
at fifteen sous the head, at which, the old
man recalled, "the beautiful Margaret"
sang this song:
La ville dp,Men to, grand I)ieu! quelle est jolle!Elle est jolre, elle est bien fait au tour,
Lee Kraneuis y vont fuire la four.
The conditions of the present match, as

published in the local paper, the Aveuir
Gourdonnais, were that the walnut mer¬
chants shOiUld be the jury, and the Mayortheir president. The other rules were as
follows:
"The nutcrackers must be furnished with

the necessary accessories for the crackingof nuts.viz., a hammer, a stone or table
and a basket.
"The quantity of nuts to be cracked shall

be twenty-two pounds.
"Each ,of the contestants shall be atliberty to employ such a method of crack¬

ing^ as he may think best.
" The signal for the beginning vrill bethree strokes of the hammer given o;» some

sonorous object.
"As soon as the nuts have been cracked

the contestants will proceed to pick out
the kernels and sort them, putting to one
side, in separate heaps, those thai are in¬
tact and those that have been broken.
The kernels will be weighed in order that
the jury may arrive at a just decision.
"In these diverse operations account will

be taken of the rapidity, the neatness of
the work and the condition of the meats
taken from the shells."
There were twenty-three prizes. The

first consisted of the sum of 12 francs
jalid a sack of nuts. The other prizes were
peculiar. Some of them were: Five francs
and a warming pan, 3 francs and a basket
of white wine, 1 franc and twenty poundsof bread, 2 francs and a bottle of liqueurCabanes, 1 franc and a flchu or a hantler-
chief. The twenty-third was a consolation
1'rize. It awarded to the winner all the
shells of the nuts broken during the con-
test.
On the appointed day the entire popula¬

tion of the town and many walnut farmers
from the country around gathered in the
market place of Gourdon. A lofiig platform
was erected and draped with flags. The
nutcrackers came in groups, one of them
being preceded by an old man who played
provincial tunes upon his peasant pipe.
The manual dexterity of the women was
such that it was unanimously conceded
Uuu uo man coulu hope to equal a score

of the best ones, and therefore each of the
sixty-five contestants was a woman. They
took positions upon the platform in the
order of their arrival, and when all was
ready three strokes of a cracking hammer
upon a piece of iron gave the signal to
begin.
The sight was a most curious, and pic¬

turesque one.sixty-five women, each with
a small lapstone. picking walnuts from the
bags beside them, glylng them a deft tap
with the hammer anil then casting them
into the baskets by their sides, all with the
utmost dexterity.
After twelve minutes and thirty seconds

had elapsed Marie Dominique and the
Widow Ohaudenay announced simultane¬
ously that they had finished. The winners
were so close together that it took the jury
a long time to decide, but the wily glances
of the Widow Ohaudenay more than out¬
weighed the artless smiles of Marie with
the jury, and the first prize of 12 francs
and a sack of nuts went to the widow.
After the distribution of the other awards

came dancing and feasting in the gay, pic¬
turesque fashion of Southern France, and
thus was terminated the second nutcrack-
ing contest in the history of France.

FRENCH BATTLE FLAGS.
The War in Madagascar H^s Recalled the

Dramatic Fate of the Many Trophies
Captured by Napoleon.

With the usual solemn and impressive cer¬
emonies the flag that the French Two Hun¬
dredth Regiment of the line carried In its
Madagascan campaign was placed with the
battle trophies dear to the national heart
beneath the gilt dome of the Invalides the
other day. On that occasion M. Germain
Bapst, of the French Academy, gave in his
address some interesting bits of historical
information regarding the battle standards
which the French still retain.
"Without going back to the far off be¬

ginnings of this tradition of guarding the
flags captured from an enemy, a tradition
which transforms them into glorious
trophies," he said, "it may be remarked
that it was during the Roman period that
the soldiers of that empire first placed
an inestimable price upon their eagle stand¬
ards and threw away their lives recklessly
in their defence. Rut with the going out
of the Roman Empire the tradition seems
to have lost its force, and to have become
almost extinct during the early part of
the Middle Ages.
"Love of the national standard and fight¬

ing in its defence seem to have found a

permanent lodgment in France about tlie
tenth century, and appear to have come
from Italy. In the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries the tradition seemed in its full
force, for we find the seigneurs of that time
defending to the death the banner 011 which
was embroidered the blazon of their ances¬
tors. Then, little by little, the custom
grew of capturing and preserving as
trophies the flag of a conquered enemy."The first trace that is found of such
trophies having been brought to France
seems to go back to the battle of Agnadel,
where the numerous flags taken from the
enelny were solemnly lning in the great
vault of Notre Dame. Other flags were[afterward placed with them, until finally,in 1792, all were taken to the Invalides.iliere to uecorate the 'Temple of Mars,'which was one of Napoleon's ideas.
"The wajs of the First Empire yielded

great harvests of captured flags which
were actually taken in battle, for Napoleonordered to be burned all standards found
in the arsenals or barracks of conquered
towns. So of the two thousand flags which
hung in the Invalides at the time of Na-jpoleon's fall and the invasion of the allies,
there was not one that had not been taken
In fair fight, s»bre in hand, amid a storm
of bullets. i
"Every one knows what the Maresclial

Serurier did when the nemy was at the
gates* and there was no room for hope.Rather than allow for a single instant the
trophies of centuries of glory to be touched
by the hands of invaders, the Governor of
the Invalides made an immense auto-da-fe
of them, and they vanished as they had
been captured, in a baptism of flame. The
irons of the lances and the ferrules Were
thrown in the Seine, from which they were
afterward rescued and are now a part of
the collection in the Musee d'Artillerie.
"Therefore, of all the captured flags that

Napoleon had sent to Paris only those
which he had given the Senate were pre¬
served, aand were later placed about the
Emperor's tomb. Those that he had given
to the Corps Legislatif were likewise pre¬served through tlie cleverness of a servant,
and are now in the Salle ("asimir I'erier,behind the statue of Henri IV.

QUEER DISEASES
OF WATCHES,

Why Your Timepiece Will Not
Go, or Goes Too Fast, or

Perhaps Too Slow.

Warmth of Your Body and the Elec¬
tricity in It Very Often Will

Account for It.

YOU SHOULD HANG IT UP AT NIGHT.

Secrets of the Watchmaker's Craft Which
Explain the Whims and Caprices

of a Delicate and Sensitive
Mechanism.

To most people the whims and caprices
of a watch are a deep mystery. The many
parts of the timepiece apparently enter into
a conspiracy to the end that the owner

may miss trains, ferries and business ap¬
pointments. When a fairly good watch
leaves the hands of a reputable watch¬
maker it is always in first-class condition,
and if it does not behave itself afterward
It is generally the fault of the man or

woman who is wearing it.
One very common cause of the watch

gaining or losing is the disposition that is
made of It at night. If you wear a watch
next to your body during the day and put
it on a cold marble mantelpiece at night,
or, in fact, anywhere in a cold room, the
watch Is sure to either gain or lose. Cold
causes contraction of the metals composing
the balance wheel and its parts, and the
watch consequently gains. When the parts
expand under the heat of the body the
pivots, bearings, etc., tighten up and the
watch loses.
As a consequence yoilr watch is slow

when you retire and fast when you get up.
It will vary according to the temperature
in which it is running. An expensive watch
which has a compensating balance is, of
course, not affected by changes of tempera¬
ture. Some metals expand in cold and
others contract, ahd the compensating bal¬
ance is made of metals of both kinds, so
that the contraction of one balances the ex¬

pansion of the other.
Everybody knows that the proximity of

a dynamo will magnetize the steel parts
of a watch and ruin it for the time being.
A watch may be affected by electricity
without the owner having been near a

dynamo. The amount of electricity in some

people is so great that it can seriously
affect the steel parts of a watch. A down¬
town watchmaker told a Sunday Journal
reporter that he often had examined
watches which were very slightly magnet¬
ized. He used to demagnetize tborn and
return them, at the same time cautioning
the wearers not to go near a dynamo.
When a man has the same trouble with
his watch continually It is a proof that
the static electricity in his body has
affected the watch.
The watchmaker also said that dark

people are more likely to affect their
watches in this way, and women more so
than men. The amount of electricity in the
body is, of course, very slight, but very lit¬
tle is required to affect the delicate works
of a watch. Persons of high electric or¬

ganization should wear a watch with a
steel vase if they hope to have an accu¬
rate timepiece.
A watch should never be laid horizontal¬

ly at night, but should always be hung
upon a nail. Change of position will not
affect a mechanically perfect watch, but
such a watch is yet to be made. Should
the pivot of the balance wheel be In the

least worn the change of position will make
the watch gain or lose. The jewel on the
under side of the balance wheel is known
as the cap jewel, and the pivot does not
go through it. Unless the pivot fits right
up against this cap jewel a change in po¬
sition will make the watch lose. There¬
fore, always keep your watch in the same
position night and day.
It is well known that a watch will stop

for some unexplained reason and go on
again all right if it is given a slight jolt.
Tiie same trouble may not occur again for
years. This is an accident to which all
watches are liable when carried around on
the person. It is due to the delicate hair¬
spring catching in the hairspring stud or in
the regulator pins. The cause is a sudden
jump or quick movement, such as getting
on a moving car. A jolt is given to the
balance wheel and hairspring and this ren¬
ders the catching possible. The jolt must
come at a particular fraction of a second
during the revolution of the balance wheel,
otherwise the spring will not catch.
The odds against this happening, of

course, are very great. Considering the
number of half revolutions a balance wheel
takes in a year and the number of quick
movements made by the wearer, the odds
against must be many thousands to one.

If a watch stops in this Way very fre¬
quently it is probably due to want of oil.
A watch should be oiled every eighteen
months, because no oil qan be made which
will not get dry in that time. A wfitch will
often run many years without oiling, but
the wear and tear on a watch ip which the
oil is dried up is much greater than when
it is kept in proper condition.
Downtown watchmakers derive many a

dollar from watches brought in for repair
which merely require winding. They al¬
ways take out the balance wheel, tinker
around a little, put the wheel back, wind
up. the watch and liand«it back to the cus¬
tomer.
In examining a watch brought in to be

fixed up the watchmakers nearly all fol¬
low the same course. First, they examine
the hands to see if they are caught, then
they take out the balance wheel, then look
at the pivots and the ruby nin. Next they
let down the mainspring and examine the
wheels. The last part to be looked at'
is the escapement, which is almost always
in good ord.er. Sometimes a watchmaker
will puzzle for days over an irregular
watch. One of the most puzzling faults to
find is a little burr on the tooth of ajwheel. This rarely happens, but when It
does it causes a j;ood deal of trouble.

All watchmakers are glad of the advent
of the new woman. The new woman is
likely to wear a watch. Women and
watches do not agree. In proportion to the
number sold there are twice as many
watches repaired for women as for men.
Women rarely wind a watch up regularly.
A watch should always be wound every
morning, so that the spring shall be at its
.strongest tension during the day, when the
watch will be jolted more or less. At night
the comparatively weak spring has noth¬
ing to disturb it.

CAMEL'S HUMP.

This Is the New Delicacy Which Parisian
Gourmets Are Now Going to Hava

Imported from Algeria.
Camel meat has recently bccome such

a vogue among Parisian gourmets that
plans aic being made to bring it in large
quantities from Algeria for sale during the
coming carnival in the French capital.
The camel market in Algeria seems to have
been "cornered" by two people, whom the
official report of the French sanitary in¬
spector , for that region calls "Moabite
butchers." These, as the result of nego¬
tiations with some of the jlarge provision
houses in Paris, have" none ahead with
the construction of abattoirs, cooling ap¬
paratus and everything else on a lftrge
scale necessary for the preparation and ex¬
port of th>ese "ships of the desert."
Camel 'neat is said to resemble beef

very closely, but its fibre is shorter and It
is of coarser grain. On the other hand, it
is as tender as veal, and among the Arabs
is esteemed as being most nutritious. The
choice morsel of a camel is the hump, es¬
pecially when it is good and fat.
As every schoolboy has been told, the

camel during its days of prosperity and
fat feeding stores up nutriment in its
hump on which to subsist during the food-
less and waterless desert journeys. When
the hump grows lean and flabby it means
to the experienced that the animal is get¬
ting to the edge of starvation.
¦'Camel's hump" is served in a variety

of ways among the Arabs, but as soon as
the delicacy can be freely obtained in
Paris the cooks of the capital will doubt¬
less devise many different delectable ways
of preparing it.

THE LATEST JOKES.

Funny Things the Comedians Said at the
Various Theatres Last

Week.

"f am the happiest man in the Italian
quarter," says Caramels in "Tlirilby," ut
the Grand Opera House.
"That's a bad quarter," interjects Butter

Scotch.
'"No matter.let it pass."
Jimmy Powers in the first act of "Gentle¬

man Joe," at the Bijou Theatre, invites
his three companions to an outing at Mar-
ga te:
"All come, and we'll have a quartet." he

says, "if only two come we'll have a

pint-ette."
Here is a new Verse that Frank Daniels

J1?,®. added to his "Angeline" song in the
"Wizard of the Nile":
When last I heard of my Angeline,
Which was after a long, long while.

She was cook and queen of the whole machine
W ay oft on 14 cannibal isle.

And when fresh meat was in great demand
fcne would mount to the topmost tree.

And, standing aloft on har shell-like ear,
Attract all the ships at r.sea.

f ¦
taught all the heathen circus tricks

And made of them human "ilies;
r?«^ajr tney did h»nd-springg on the beach
Crave sailors a rare surprise

They say It was joy to be rooked by her,
* °J- .wb?," the.v were In the fry.
Till nf°i ,

Pfctum, before their eyes,1111 of laughter they d have to die.

Morrisey and Rich are at Keith's Union
Square Theatre.
"The father of a friend of mine died

lots 'worthas^>'rw^ .'.'er a h?rUKC and several
!i, £ r says Morrisey: "since
then she has had five offers of marriage."

i or the lauds sake!" exclaims Kicn.
In the third act of "Chimmle Fadden"

the illustrious Bowery boy rushes on the
stage and says:
«(. f'1 a"l the other room havin' a
fit fer fear he 11 lose his thirst."

. "My brother met with a terrible accident
the other day," says Morrisey, of Morrisey
and Rich. at Keith's Union Square Theatre.
"He was out carriage riding; the horse ran

^,lth hiln- and my brother got a
broken leg as a result."
"That's nothing," says Rich, "my brother

i m Vie ran ""'ay with
'i ri^ and got six years as a result."

"Yes, my girl Is undoubtedly very lazy,
or, at least, she was lazy," says Gus Bruno

'ALPl?Ct.r',s Theatre, "but she has re¬
formed. When she retires at night now
she puts her hair up in curl papers so as
to wake up curly in the morning."
"Tell him that I only sing for charitable

purposes." commands Marie Dressier, in
th£»"^d7 Slavey." at the Casino.
.... ; ,

on 4 vou know," drawls Richard
toslr" DOt tLlnk jt charltable for you

"<'an I sing!" exclaims Marie Dressier,
in the "Lady Slavey," at the Casino

wafk!" S be(lri(lden people get up and

'Would you blame them if thev ran'"
quietly puts In Charles Kirke.

Haines and Pettlnglll, at Proctor'a Pleas¬
ure Palace:

"I saw a church on fire this morning."
"Holy smoke!"
"Everything was saved but the organ.

The firemen couldn't play on it."

This is somewhat worn and frayed at the
edges, but Haines and Pettingill still use it
at Proctor's:

"I have a fruit farm."
"Raise much fruit?"

r?ther, I should say we did."
4
Y\ hat do you do with it?"

ea'n^T"1^ e8t 8" We °aU aud can a11 we

"My face is fay fortune," says Curran.
of Ward and Curran, with the Sam De-
vere show at Miner's Eighth Avehue The¬
atre.

WardeU y°U mUSt be <lead broke'" Puts ln

John W. Ran son<?, at Proctor's Theatre,
tells a story of two frogs.a Chicago and
a New York frog.who went out for a stroll
along the water front. Seeing some milk
cans with covers off, each picked out a
can and hopped in. The New York froe
immediately set up a cry of "I'm drowning
I in drowning!"

s'

u TL\e .,ch'caS° fr°S answered: "Hustle
hustle! In a couple of hours the milk¬
man came along and discovered the New
York frog drowned, with its toes turned
up to the daisies, while the Chicago frog
was found fast asleep on a cake of butter
that he had formed when hustling.
This jolvc goes splendidly iii Chicago,

Ransone says.

"I stammer only when It rains," ex¬
plains Mathieu in the "Gay Parisians" at
the Grand Opera-House.
"You ought to be in the Weather Bu¬

reau,' remarks Pinglet.
Here is a "joke" used at Miner's Bow¬

ery Theatre last week:
"It seems that 'jag' is derived from the

Greek."
"I thought it was derived from an ordi¬

nary pocket flask."

"I have money to burn," says James
Donovan at Miner's Eighth Avehue Thea¬
tre.

es, but you hate smoke," replied Fanny
J Donovan.

AT REHEARSAL
A New Phase of the Famous

Frenchwoman's Marvel¬
lous Talent.

She Is the Queen of Stage Mana¬
gers and Nothing Escapes

Her Eye.
SEES THE LEAST OF THE SUPERS.

Ready with Praise and Quick to Punish^
She Is Solely Responsible for the

Marvellous Smoothness of
Her Performance,

Sarah Bernhardt rehearsing a now play
Is the personification of a remarkable and
interesting phase of human character. Tha
public has viewed the fair French woman
from many points, but this is an occasion
when she differs totally from all others*
She is not posing now. She is at work.
She is utilizing that marvellous talent! with
which she thrills people in "Glsmohdj;,":
but in a vastly different, yet fully as woa>
derful, way.
Any one who imagines the life of a great

actress consists of late breakfasts and sup¬
pers, with a little acting sandwiched in be¬
tween, should be a "supe" with the Bern¬
hardt at one performance. One will be suf¬
ficient. Sunday is the hardest day of the
work, not even excepting matinee day.
Promptly at 1 o'clock Sarah arrives, radi¬
ant with good spirits and in gorgeous at¬
tire. The "lady supers" gasp as they see-

her.
"She aint going to rehearse in that," one-

says.
"What does she care, she is incendiary

with money," another replies.
Sarah always wears an unusual working

costume. A white China silk skirt, it gen¬
erally is, with long train edged with sable
fur, and a waist, fur trimmed, with huge
yellow velvet elbow sleeves. Before the
"lady supers" can more than view these

garments, Sarah laid aside the white silk,
sable-lined wrap she wore over thls*cos-
tuine, has given her bonnet to an attendant
and is down in the auditorium getting tlio

effect of the first set.
At first something is wrong. For from

the darkness of the house a few staccato
remarks, delivered with Sarah's well
known velocity, are hurled at the stage
manager. He makes no reply. No one ever

does who possesses wisdom. This is why
Sarah's life is largely made up of soliloquy.
Almost instantly the actress Is back on

the stage. She has a way of traversing
space that Is really uncanny. It gives
one the feeling that she would simply
step through the solid wall of Abbey's
Theatre if she happened to be particularly
hurried.
By the time she has tested the supports

of the scenes, inspected the back drop
and held a conversation with the elec¬
trician through the medium of an Interpre¬
ter, the rehearsal is called, and the first

act of "Glsmonda" begins. It Is a dress

rehearsal, but as Gismonda does not ap¬

pear until wftll along in the first act, she
busies herself\with inspecting the super¬
numeraries. \
Here is a great lord with his mantlo

on wrong side out. Sarah appeals to
Heaven for forbearance, and herself re¬

adjusts It. Another has his wig on one

side. With a swift movement it is
snatched from his head and straightened
"She beats all the stage yianagers on

earth," the electrician says.
During this inspection Mme. Sarah has

kept one ear wide open for he| cue. No
one ever has to call her. She may be in
the flies one minute, and the next, as

Gismonda, she is coquetting with her
courtiers as innocently as if she had never
heard of such things as back-border lights
or grass mats in the world.
The only time she seems at a loss is

when she is confronted by the difficulty
of agonizing over her child's peril in the
front, and showing the supers the way to
shout in the back at the same moment.
Keluctantly she delegates the latter task
to a stage manager, but you are convinced
that she is revolving in her mind a scheme
to be In two places at once for future
use. In the second act Sarah's real work
begins. She plays in turn every part with
a wealth of variety of intonations that
is most astonishing.
Contrary to ail report, she seems to be

possessed of inexhaustible patience. If
only she perceives an earnest endeavor to
please her, she will go over the scene
again and again.
"Do not be afraid, my child," she savs to

the ingenue: "you are doing charmingly,
only at night you must speak a little more
clearly. Just once more, please."
She never forgets to thank any one for

the slightest service. But for indifference
or carelessness the divine Sarah has little
tolerance. Upon occasion she can give a
taste of the quality of her temper and an
exhibition of change of mood that appals,
while it challenges admiration.
In the third act Of "Gismonda," Jn the

midst of her love passage with Almerio,
there is a second's pause. All the allur¬
ing tenderness has blown from Sarah's
face like the flame from an extinguished
candle.
"Barre, Barre!" she screams.
Barre has been her property man for

twenty-one years. He looks exactly like
Henry Irving made up for Don Quixote. If
he said he had been property man for one
hundred and twenty-one years no one would
doubt it. Barre arrives with the look of
hopeless expect anc3' born of experience.
He. punctuates Sarah's vehement outburst
of invective with a variety of deprecatory
shrugs and apologetic grimaces, and sayg
nothing. It seems this time that in the
midst of her tender rows to Almerio
madam's hand strayed from his curly locks
to the arm of his chair. And Barre had
neglected his dusting. "Look at un hands,
and it might just as well have been one
of my costumes," she cries reproachfully.
The brief fourth act is rehearsed in a per.

functor? muDner, as but few of the ar¬
tists appear in the scene. But the fifth
receives elaborate attention. Over and over
again does the procession of lords and
ladies file into the cathedral to the music
of the hidden choir and Sarah's voice.
They must move as if on wheels, and Sarah
is in despair at the wooden knee actiou of
some of the supers. She gives them au
imitation of their own efforts, which is
sufficiently graphic to show that when
Saral> tires of tragedy the burlesque stage
will find her a welcome addition. When
finally they had been scolded and coaxed
Into something like semblance of life it is
R o'clock. With instructions to be on hand
promptly at 7:30, the weary assistants
hurry to supper. But Sarah lingers to con¬
fer once more with the elw'triclan. "Not
quite so much green in me moonlight."
stte advises; "Just a little more blue,"
etc., etc.
The evening rehearsal is almost a repe¬

tition of the afternoon, only this time no
slightest scene is neglected. Thorns and
principals alike must be letter perfect.
Sarah, in a fresh costume of torquoise blue
.velvet, wonderfully combined with green
and finished «'lth mink ttrinimings, is on,
hand as fresh fis paint. No wonder that
she told an interviewer that she took but'
little so-called exercise, getting all the ex¬
ercise she required at rehearsals. At 2
o'clock in the morning- as the last of the
weary supers received his ticket for the
evening performance. S£<"ah was suggest¬
ing to the leading man tflat they rehears*
once more the trying third act.


